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Amendment to the Claims: 
1 -22. (Canceled) 

23. (Previously Presented) A device for storing and handling optical 
waveguides comprising a frame and a plurality of splice cases arranged 
one above the other on a front side and on a rear side of the frame and 
pivotably fastened to the frame, wherein fiber guiding elements for optical 
fibers are provided on at least one vertically running narrow side of the 
frame such that the optical fibers are guided laterally next to the splice 
cases in the region of the narrow side, wherein the fiber guiding elements 
generally extend in an outward direction relative to the frame. 

24. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 23 ; wherein the fiber 
guiding elements are provided on exclusively one vertically running narrow 
side of the frame, and wherein the optical fibers are guided laterally next 
to the splice cases exclusively in the region of the one narrow side. 

25. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 23, wherein the fiber 
guiding elements are provided on both vertically running narrow sides of 
the frame, and wherein the optical fibers are guided laterally next to the 
splice cases in the region of both narrow sides. 
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26. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 23, wherein the fiber 
guiding elements arranged in the region of the narrow side form at least 
two vertically running guiding channels for optical fibers, a first guiding 
channel being assigned to the front side of the frame and a second guiding 
channel being assigned to the rear side of the frame. 

27. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 26, wherein the two 
guiding channels are spatially separated from one another by at least one 
vertically running separating wall, and wherein the separating wall has an 
aperture in a lower portion so that the optical fibers are diverted from the 
first guiding channel into the second guiding channel, and consequently 
from the front side of the frame to the rear side of the frame. 

28. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 26, wherein each of 
the guiding channels is subdivided into two guiding channel compartments 
such that at least two vertically running guiding channel compartments 
extend in the region of the front side of the frame and in the region of the 
rear side of the frame. 

29. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 28:, wherein the two 
vertically running guiding channel compartments comprise inner guiding 
channel compartments, of which a first runs in the region of the front side 
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of the frame and a second runs in the region of the rear side of the frame, 

separated from one another by a separating wall. 

30. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed In claim 28, wherein the 
guiding channel compartments running in the region of the front side and 
in the region of the rear side of the frame are separated from each other 
by a plurality of separating webs spaced apart from one another, an 
aperture being formed between two neighboring separating webs such 
that the optical fibers in the region of the front side and in the region of 
the rear side of the frame can be diverted between the respective guiding 
channel compartments. 

31. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 23, wherein the fiber 
guiding elements fastened to the narrow side form curved guiding 
channels such that individual optical fibers may be fed to the splice cases 
through the curved guiding channels. 

32. (Previously Presented) A device for storing and handling optical waveguides 
comprising a frame, a plurality of splice cases arranged one above the 
other on a front side and on a rear side of the frame and pivotably 
fastened to the frame, and a drawer that is guided in the frame and can be 
pulled out in the horizontal direction from a first vertically running narrow 
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side of the frame, the drawer being arranged in the pushed-in position 

between the splice cases arranged on the front side and the splice cases 

arranged on the rear side of the frame, the drawer configured for storing 

uncut multifiber buffer tubes of optical fibers. 

33. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 32, wherein the 
drawer has on one vertically running side at least one actuating grip and 
has on horizontally running sides guides for the multifiber buffer tubes. 

34. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 32, wherein one or 
more fiber guiding elements for optical fibers are provided on a second 
vertically running narrow side of the frame opposite the first narrow side 
such that the optical fibers are guided laterally next to the splice cases 
exclusively in the region of the second narrow side. 

35. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 34, wherein the fiber 
guiding elements provided on the second narrow side form at least two 
vertically running guiding channels, a first guiding channel being assigned 
to the front side of the frame and a second guiding channel being assigned 
to the rear side of the frame. 

36. (Canceled) 
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37. (Canceled) 

38. (Currently Amended) a rjgyjce for storing and handling optical waveguides 
rnmpri^inn a frame, a plurality of splice cases arranged one above the , 
„th»r nn a front sid* *nH on a rea r side of the frame and pjyotabjy 
f a ctPnpH to the framp. and ouidi n n rhannels arranged within the splic e 
rases such th*t the, optical fibers are gu ided within the splice cases in a 
rirrular manner, wherein the g uiding channels are arranged such that at 
least three interlinked and overlapping c ircular guides are formed in each 
splice cas cT he device as claimed in claim 3 7, wherein the circular guides 
are aligned in relation to one another such that the circular guides merge 
tangentially with one another in a central portion of the splice cases. 

39-44. (Canceled) 
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